
In July, Arthur Brown, Director of 
Operations, attended the annual 
National Alliance to End 
Homelessness Conference in 
Washington, D.C.  Arthur attended 
several sessions that allowed him to 
gain perspectives on homelessness 
from advocates, clients, politicians, 
and social workers from various parts 
of the country.  A key highlight of the 
conference was “housing first,” which 
emphasizes providing housing and 
then providing social services to 
support the individual. This program 
has had great success in several major 
cities.  In New York, it started with 
Common Ground’s Street to Home 
Initiative and has now spread to 
several other New York organizations.  
Bridges will explore the ways in 
which we can collaborate with these 
agencies. 
             “Street outreach and law 
enforcement,” a seminar moderated by 
Bret Byfield, Minneapolis Project 
Coordinator for the St. Paul Police 
Homeless Outreach Project, proved to 
be an interesting session. This 
particular outreach is successful 
because of the cooperative efforts of 
people on the street, the authorities 
who encounter them on a daily basis, 
and the agencies who fund and operate 
this program. “In my conversations 

with street friends, the issue of dealing 
with the legal system has been the 
most discussed issue outside of 
providing food, clothing and other 
necessities. I believe helping our street 
friends deal with their legal issues by 
coordinating these resources will be 
beneficial to those who operate and 
volunteer with Bridges and to the 
people that Bridges serve,” Arthur 
Brown. 
            Arthur returned to the board 
with many new ideas to benefit the 
homeless friends we reach every 
week. Arthur will be working with the 
board of Bridges to bring some of 
those ideas to fruition.  
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Bridges’ Director of Operations Attends  
National Alliance to End Homelessness 

Conference in DC 
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Bridges is pleased to announce that Howard Tate, the 
Grammy-nominated Rhythm and Blues artist who 
performed at Bridges’ 20th Anniversary in March, is now 
an honorary member of the Bridges Board. Howard 
graciously shares his music and homeless experience 
with audiences. 
             Howard Tate began his musical career in the late 
1960’s and released a series of soul-music recordings 
that are regarded as some of the most sophisticated of 
the era. "Ain't Nobody Home" (1966), "Stop" (1967), 
and "Get It While You Can" (1967), all written or co-
written by Jerry Ragovoy, were well-received by record 
buyers, with "Ain't Nobody Home" and "Stop" charting 
both pop and R&B.  
             After some critically acclaimed successes and 
some trying times, Tate retired from the record business 
in the late 1970s. He sold securities in the New Jersey 
and Philadelphia area, and in the 1980s developed a 
dependence on drugs. He lived in a homeless shelter 
before turning his life around. In the mid-1990s Howard 
Tate began counseling drug abusers and the mentally ill, 
and worked as a preacher. In 2000, a Jersey City disc 
jockey discovered Tate's whereabouts, and by the spring 
of  2001, Tate played his first date in many years in New 
Orleans. After reuniting with  his original record 
producer, Jerry Ragovoy, he released “Rediscovered”, in 
2003. It was regarded as a return to form and included 
songs by Elvis Costello and Prince as well as a new 
version of "Get It While You Can." 
             In the year 2006, he saw the release of “Howard 
Tate Live” as well as the eagerly anticipated studio 
follow-up “Portrait of Howard.” Tate's album “Blue 
Day” was released August, 2008, and has already 
received glowing reviews. These critically acclaimed 
recordings show that Howard is in top form and shows 
no sign of slowing down. www.howardtate.net 

Bridges Board welcomes three new board members: 
James Best, Al-Raheem Humphrey, and Laura Fromm. 
             Laura has been an active volunteer for Bridges 
the past two years. She has organized several Bridges 
Runs and events through Temple B’nai Jeshurun in 
Short Hills.  Laura is a writer and is currently a writing 
instructor at Columbia University. She will serve on the 
development committee at Bridges. Laura lives in Short 
Hills with her husband and two sons. 
             James and Al-Raheem will be Bridges 
community liaisons to Newark. Both have worked in 
Newark to promote social awareness of poverty and its 
related issues. James is co-founder of the Body of Christ 
Ministry in Newark where Al-Raheem is training to be a 
chaplain. Bridges has partnered with the Body of Christ 
Ministry in the South 10th Street neighborhood of 
Newark to help homeless in that neighborhood. James 
lives in Newark with his wife and two sons and Al-
Raheem lives in Orange with his wife and three children. 
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Al-Raheem Humphrey and James Best 

 

Laura Fromm 



Bridges’ dedicated staff and volunteers 
were very active this summer.  We 
successfully completed 40 Runs (that’s 
12 more than last summer!) delivering 
over 20,000 lunches, clothing, toiletries 
and friendship to the homeless and near 
homeless in lower Manhattan, Newark 
and Irvington. We were happy we could 

increase the number of Runs in these financially difficult 
times and continued our unbroken record of having not 
missed a Friday Run to NYC in 20 years – even on the 4th 
of July!   
             Arthur Brown, Bridges Operations Manager, 
represented Bridges at the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness convention in Washington DC.  He came 
back with a wealth of information and new ideas. We are 
looking at ways to help the various segments of the 
homeless population including prisoner reentry.   
             While there, among the people he met were 
Congressmen Mike Ferguson and Senators Frank 
Lautenberg and Robert  Menendez.  The Alliance’s 
website, www.endhomelessness.org, is an excellent 
source of information including.  Did you know?   
 

·     Almost half the children that are homeless are 5 
or under. 

·     On any given night, as many as 200,000 veterans 
are living on the street or in shelters. 

·     13% of homeless families report domestic 
violence as the reason for their homelessness. 

·     Homeless people suffer from high rates of mental 
and physical health problems exacerbated by 
living on the streets and in shelters. 

 
             I would like to thank all of you who have made 
lunches, donated goods and/or time.  Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated by all those that we help.  In 
November you will be getting our Annual Appeal in the 
mail.  We hope that you will remember Bridges in your 
end-of-year giving plans. 
 
                                       Best regards, 
                                           ���������	
���
��	  
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Claire and Mike Rabasca remember the early days of 
Bridges.  Shortly after Ginger and Geoff Worden made 
their initial street Run to the Brooklyn Bridge, Ginger 
sought out her Kent Place associates to get the students 
involved in a Run.  Under the direction of Barbara 
Ketner, they invited their “brother” school, Delbarton, to 
join. Claire was the school nurse at Delbarton and 
commandeered her husband, Mike, to drive the bus for 
both the Kent Place girls and Delbarton boys.  As Mike 
remembers, “I was happily roped into it!”  
             The Rabasca’s remember the days before 
Bridges had a truck and they would load the bus with 
everything they had to bring out. One of the regular 
stops was the base of the Brooklyn Bridge. “That was 
when the “windows” of the bridges were open and 
people lived in those windows,” Mike recalls. “They’d 
put up curtains and even connected electrical cords to the 
light posts. The only thing they didn’t have in there was 
plumbing.” 
             Claire and Mike often think about “Joe” who the 
boys would look for in the doorway Federal Building 
every time they went out.  Joe was a sports enthusiast 
and the boys loved to talk sports with him.  The boys 
worried about him losing his cardboard “home,” but he 
reassured them that there were plenty of cardboard boxes 
in New York! The Rabasca’s remember Geoff taking  
orders for specific items from homeless friends on his 
way to work during the week and then they would 
deliver the requests on their Friday night Run. 
             Today, Delbarton and Kent Place School 
continue to be an integral part of Bridge’s volunteer 
force under the direction of Father Edward Seton and 
Carole Gordon. The schools still partner and make 
several Runs to New York every year.   
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Claire and Mike Rabasca 



Bridges is sustained through individual donations, an 
annual appeal, a fundraising event held just every two 
years, and foundation grants.   
              The annual appeal will be mailed in early 
November. Donations may be made by check to Bridges 
or on our website, www.bridgesoutreach.org through a 
Paypal account or credit card. You can also help Bridges 
by putting us in touch with a family foundation or 
outreach committee of a house of worship that you know. 
Additionally, gifts of stock are greatly appreciated.  
Bridges Executive Director  will be happy to discuss this 
option with you.   
              Don’t miss the biennial Bridges Brown Bag Bash.  
It is an event as unique as Bridges!  

 

 
Mark your calendars for 

Bridges' Brown Bag Bash  on 
May 9, 2009. 

 
The success of the Bash depends on the support and 
involvement of many individuals and 
corporations.  Support the Bash through one of the 
following activities: 
 
- Be a corporate sponsor 
- Place an ad in the program 
- Donate an item or service for the silent or live auction 
 
You won’t want to miss this event that happens just every 
two years! 
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Consider a Gift of Stock  
to Bridges. 

 
Gifts of stock provide an alternative to cash donations and 
are greatly appreciated. 
 
To obtain information on how to make a donation of 
stock, please contact Lois at 908-273-0176 or 
lois@bridgesoutreach.net.   
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Congratulations to Kaitlin Stearns, age 12, for 
raising over $500 for Bridges by swimming in the 
7th annual Elite Swim Club Swim-A-Thon. Team 
members raised money for a charity of their choice. 
Thank you, Kaitlin, for choosing Bridges. 
 
Jake Maslin creatively sold his original art work to 
benefit Bridges.  Jake raised $12. 
 
Patrick Rooney’s lemonade stand raised $86.86 for 
Bridges. 
 
Way to go! 
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Jake, age 6 and 3/4, with Lois Bhatt 

 

Patrick, age 5, with Lois  
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Bridges collaborated 
with Reeves Reed 
Arboretum this 
summer to bring 
nine children ages 
five and six from the 
Newark Emergency 
Residence, a shelter, 
to the Elephant Tree 
Day Camp during 
the week of July 14.  
The children 
enjoyed being at the 
beautiful Arboretum, 

learning about wild life, insects, pollinators, nocturnal 
animals and animal signs.  On the last day of camp, they 
were treated to a presentation by “Eyes on Wild” and saw 
up close (and in many cases allowed to touch) a skunk, 
ferret, fox chinchilla, and a hedge hog! 
             Our thanks to the Reeves Reed Arboretum and  
grants from the Sarah Ward Foundation and Community 
Congregational Church in Short Hills for making this 
experience possible.  
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Once again this year, with your support, Bridges was 
pleased to distribute 580 new backpacks and over 1,000 
notebooks, pencils, pens and other various and sundry 
school supplies to children in Newark, Irvington, 
Summit and New York.   
             Thank you for giving over a 1,000 students tools 
for learning and the knowledge that someone cares. 
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Bridge has never missed a Friday Run to New York City 
and this past 4th of July was no exception.  With over 200 
hot dogs made fresh, chips, watermelon and homemade 
cupcakes, the Schors, Tsaings, Bhatts, Pam Gumport and 
Francis Moses met over 100 homeless friends at Battery 
Park and under the Brooklyn Bridge before thousands of 
tourists arrived for fireworks! 
             The weather was great, the crowds were cheerful 
and it was a great start to the holiday weekend.   
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Happy autumn!  It was a really busy summer and we are 
very grateful to all who helped prepare the Runs from 
organizing volunteers and making lunches and everything 
in between.  It is not small feat to put together a Run. 

I am excited to tell you that we have a speaker's 
bureau of four individuals who have recently experienced 
homelessness and are ready to speak from the heart about 
their experience.  If you would like to arrange a Bridges 
speaker presentation, please let me know.  Also, Howard 
Tate, Grammy-nominated Rhythm and Blues artist who 
performed at Bridges' 20th Anniversary in March is now 
an honorary member of the Bridges Board. If you have an 
interest in meeting Howard, who graciously shares his 
homeless experience with his audiences, I would be 
happy to arrange that too.  

We are very fortunate to have Paula Fernandes as 
Volunteer Coordinator. Paula has already jumped in and 
is ready to help you plan volunteer activities for all ages. 
Filling holiday gift packages will be a joyful holiday 
opportunity for individuals, families and groups. Another 
great way to help us would be to organize a "Fill the 
Truck" at your location.   

I look forward to working with you this 
year.  You are really the backbone of Bridges and we are 
grateful for your continuing support. 
                                                     
                                                    Best regards, 
                                                    ��������		�
                                                    Executive Director 
 
P.S. Remember to check our website often:  
www.bridgesoutreach.org 
 
                                     
Thanksgiving  Outreach 
Our friends at the Irvington Neighborhood 
Improvement Corp. will be collecting frozen 
turkeys and non-perishable trimmings on 
Monday, November 24, at the INIC, 346 16th 
Avenue, Irvington. For more information, 
contact Rev. Schaife at 973-416-0909. 
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Paula Fernandes has joined Bridges 
Outreach as volunteer coordinator. 
Paula served as the director of the 
Center for Volunteerism and Service-
Learning at the College of Saint 
Elizabeth for eight years. In this 
position, she managed the college's 
service-learning program where she 
developed placement protocol, 
facilitated service orientations and 
reflection sessions, placed and tracked 
an average of 100 students each semester, and fostered 
some 90 community partnerships. Additionally, 
Paula developed social justice awareness programs and 
service trips and advised the college's student volunteer 
group. Paula also coordinated group service projects as 
well as arranged individual volunteer placements. 
             Paula has graciously agreed to the position of 
Volunteer Coordinator in a volunteer capacity.  She will 
coordinate all volunteer activities with the exception of 
Run scheduling and Run volunteers.  If you are an 
individual, corporation, school, house of worship or troop 
leader looking for volunteer ideas and activities, contact 
Paula. She will work with you to find the right volunteer 
opportunity for you and your group. She will 
predominately be working from home, but easily reached 
by phone at 908-967-8019 or e-mail 
volunteer@bridgesoutreach.net  
             Paula is married to Jose Santinho, an architect 
with Parette Somjen & Associates and is the proud mother 
of 11 month-old Isabella and 3 year-old Emma.  Welcome 
Paula.  We are thrilled to have you with us. 
 

We’ve joined the 21st century and Facebook!  Many of 
you, especially our student volunteers, most likely already 
have a Facebook account.  This social networking website 
is used to connect and interact with other people who 
share a common bond, like Bridges. Add the "causes"  
application on Facebook to your account and check out 
the Bridges Outreach cause page. Use our organizational 
page to blog your reactions to Runs and other volunteer 
activities.  Invite your friends to join too! 

 
Also, remember to check our website often:  
www.bridgesoutreach.org. 
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Every year our holiday gift giving program grows by 
leaps.  Last year, we gave over 900 individual gifts (that’s 
three times the number we gave the previous year) in 
addition to new pajamas and new toys for children in 
shelters.  This year, we will still provide gifts of new 
clothing and essentials to our homeless friends, but will 
change the process.   
             This holiday season, we ask that gift givers 
purchase one of the following items and deliver it to 
Bridges unwrapped during the month of November.   
 

�� New blue jeans (sizes 36 and up for men) 
�� New sweatshirts and sweat pants (medium and up 

men and women) 
�� New boots (work boots) (size 8 and up for men) 
�� New coats (large and up for men) 
�� New toys – please, no batteries required, no extra 

large items 
�� New pajamas for children (infant through adult 

extra large sizes) 
 
Holiday Care Packages are being introduced 
this year.  Included in a holiday care package 
would be the following NEW items: 

�� Soap, shampoo, wash cloth, cream, lip balm 
�� Socks 
�� Tee shirt (men’s large or x-large) 
�� Hat & gloves 
�� A tote bag (similar to those purchased at the 

grocery stores) 
Please package these items in small boxes or small gift 
bags (taped closed).  This is a great activity for scout 
troops, classrooms, houses of worship and families. 
 

 
Cards are available for $5 and special 
teacher gift cards are available for $10. 
Gift cards from Bridges indicate that a 
donation has been made in the recipient’s 

name.  At $5 each the cards make great stocking stuffers, 
gift tags, or even place cards for your holiday table. Or, 
tuck one into your family’s greeting card.  Special teacher 
gift card are available for $10. To order gift cards, 
complete and return the form found on the last page of 
this newsletter or downloaded from  
www.bridgesoutreach.org. 
 
 
Please check the website for holiday updates: 
www.bridgesoutreach.org. 
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Give a gift from Bridges this year. 
For everyone on your holiday list that has every-

thing and would rather give than receive,  
we have the perfect idea —  

and you don’t even have to go to the mall! 
 
Choose a meaningful gift to honor someone special and 
fulfill an immediate need of a neighbor in need. 
 
$75 gift 
_____membership to a NYC Recreation Center for one  

year (entitles a homeless friend to shower,  
             exercise and use all facilities) 
$50 gift 
_____a new winter coat  
 
$25 gift 
_____ 25 pairs of socks 
 
A unique gift card will announce your thoughtful gift. 
Order ahead and leave the rest to us. 
 
Your name: _______________________________ 
Address:__________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
Phone:______________e-mail:________________ 
 
Recipient's Name: __________________________ 
Occasion:__________________________________ 
Date of Occasion: ___________________________ 
Address:___________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 
Gift card mailed from Bridges _____ 
Mailed to you for personal delivery _____ 
 
Please make checks payable to Bridges, P.O.Box 1444, 
Summit, NJ 07902-1444 
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Receiving hours for donated items:  
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m.  to 2:30 p.m. and Fridays 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

561 Springfield Ave., Summit. 
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